Scaling up the Search for Dark Matter
A recently published paper by the CDMS experiment has been highlighted in the APS "Physics Spotlight". Read 'Scaling up the search for dark matter' at http://physics.aps.org/viewpoint-for/10.1103/PhysRevLett.102.011301
A Future in Physics
The latest issue of Symmetry Magazine, http://www.symmetrymagazine.org/cms/, features an essay by Jordan Sorokin, a high-school student, who recently toured Fermilab with Jacobo Konigsberg. As a result, Jordan is extremely interested in pursuing a career in Physics, particle physics, in particular. Read the essay and view photos at: http://www.symmetrymagazine.org/cms/?pid=1000676
Pathways to Prevention
Adrian Roitberg's work, 'Pathways to Prevention', was recently featured in Access, a publication from the University of Illinois. Read full article at http://www.ncsa.uiuc.edu/News/Stories/Chagas/
In Research

Physics Alumni Receives Award
Former High Energy Theory student, Kyoungchul Kong, now finishing his first postdoc at Fermilab, has been awarded an LHC Theory Initiative Postdoctoral Fellowship in the amount of $150,000 over two years. The money can be used for salary and travel expenses. This is only the second year that this award is being given. There is only one such postdoctoral fellowship each year (in addition, there are several graduate fellowships at 40k each). The awards are made by a selection committee, through a national competition. View last year's press release for the inaugural LHC-TI awards at http://www.jhu.edu/news/home07/dec07/lhc_theory.html.
News from the Center for Condensed Matter Sciences:
The Indo-U.S. Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF) and the American Physical Society (APS) have awarded the India-US Professorship to Profs. Yoonseok Lee and Shankar Das (Jawaharlal Nehru University). The Professorship assists institutions in India and the U.S. wishing to collaborate with scientists in the other country to deliver short courses or a lecture series. Prof. Das will be guest lecturer in Gainesville this summer as part of the 2009 CCMS Summer Lecture Series entitled, Freezing of liquids into crystalline and amorphous states. CCMS will also provide partial support for this lecture series in addition to the $4,000 grant received from the APS. Visit http://www.phys.ufl.edu/ccms for upcoming lecture dates.
The Center for Condensed Matter Sciences will offer graduate fellowships to 1st year students, who have passed their preliminary exams and are in a good academic standing, to instigate their graduate research. The fellowship will cover the full costs (tuition, stipend, and insurance) for the summer of the 1st year. Nominations should come from the CCMS member who will mentor the candidate. A supporting letter from the adviser and a one-page research plan from the candidate should be submitted to the Director of CCMS, Yoonseok Lee (yoonslee@phys.ufl.edu) Dan Sindhikarai s a 5th year student in computational biophysics working with Professor Adrian Roitberg. He has taught lab and discussion classes, and even had the opportunity to lecture during the summer of 2006. He has received awards for teaching including the campus-wide teaching assistant of the year award. In addition to formal classes, he also continues to mentor undergraduate students in publicationlevel research. He has published a manuscript that was highlighted as a "hot paper" in the Virtual Journal of Biological Research.
Michael Ian Vega is a 6th year student working in gravitational physics with Professor Steve Detweiler. Ian has also previously been a department TA of the year. He won the "Blue Apple" award of the Topical Group on Gravitation for the best presentation by a student at the Gulf Coast Gravity Meeting in March 2008. He has helped organize the summer IREU (International Research Experience for Undergraduates) program in gravitational physics and has been maintaining its web pages, and he singlehandedly ran the graduate student seminar series for two years. He is also a new father. The PROTON is a monthly newsletter produced by the Physics Department to publicize the department's activities and news from the faculty and staff. Anyone is invited to submit material to be printed in the publication. Submissions for the PROTON should to be sent to Pam Marlin, physicsnews@phys.ufl.edu by the 4th Monday of each month.
Physics Students Awards
Henkfest
Professor Henk Monkhorst retired Fall 2008. On December 5 Quantum Theory Project (QTP) hosted a lecture by Frank Harris in Henk's honor which was followed by a wine and cheese reception.
To view more photos of the event visit http://www.phys.ufl.edu/ media/monkhorst/
Students Meet Faculty Event
The Department's annual "Graduate Students Meet the Faculty" poster session event was held on Thursday, December 11th. It was an opportunity for students to present and discuss their current research. The student awards were also presented. To view more photos of the event visit :
